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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the rising incidences of tgemilinquency in India in the recent years. Itlevgs the
factors contributing to the gradual surge in teen@glinquency in India of late more particularlg impact of explicit and
unrestrained media content which technological adea have facilitated. Media and crime is not aaiyongoing debate
for years, it's a social concern which has not fbanconvincing answer yet despite several atteofpésnpirical research
by sociologists, psychologists and media reseascltowever, since most of the empirical researehesione within the
framework of a particular discipline, this papedarscores the need to make an interdisciplinaryiengo measure the

extent and nature of the impact of explicit andesimained media content on the delinquent behawibtive teenagers.
KEYWORDS: Crime, Delinquency, Interdisciplinary, Juvenileeta, Peer Pressure
INTRODUCTION

Call it an entertainment stereotype, the ‘angrynguan’ of the popular Indian cinema is a producttha
victimisation of innocence at early childhood. Hb@rn innocent, shy and somewhat timid like othgtdeen of his age.
However, it's the abusive, oppressive and unjiesttnent meted out to him by the cruel world attdraer age which
makes him the ‘angry young man’ in later years.sTimay be an extrapolated ‘poetic justice’ giverthie cinematic
narrative, so much so that people often accept suerpretations. However, some psychological €sideveal otherwise.
It's found that aggressive delinquent behavioumimst cases develop during childhood itself andahddter age as much.
Anderson, Berkowitz et al. (2003) observe that @srpsearch a significant percent of aggressivielre are ‘likely to
grow up to be aggressive adults, and that seriotislgnt adolescents and adults often were highlyressive and even
violent as children.” In a way, the aggressive iha in the adulthood is also a natural extengibrthe same in the
childhood which may have been caused due to vaoefgctors. Huesmann & Moise (1998) and later Tty (2000)
have also noted that the most significant integgretf violent behavior of adolescents and youthhmsir aggressive

behavior during childhood.
Juvenile Delinquency in India

However, aggressive behaviour is just a small ibacdf the whole gamut of delinquency which is giiy the
Indian teenage population in alarming proportioas®l on a social activist Anil Galgali's RTI datayided by Mumbai
Police The Times of India, Mumbai (Feb. 14, 20lefarts the alarming 100 percent increase in jugemipe cases from
2012-2013. While the occurrence of juvenile raps Wa in 2012, it rose to a staggering 28 reportsgs during the first
10 months of 2013. There was also a 100 percergase in the molestation cases and sexual harassserfrom 1 to 10
during the same period. However, maximum casesepbrted juvenile crime were of hurt, grievous hand theft.
Mumbai alone experienced an overall 15% rise imsteged juvenile crimes during 2012 and the fiGtrdonths of 2013.
In 2012 there were 700 registered cases againstremj but during January — October 2013 it ros&Q8. The 2012
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Nirbhaya case of Delhi not only brought the risigigevous crime against women including rape anddewuto the
national limelight most vociferously, but also shamation’s sensibility by highlighting the involvemt of a teenager in

the crime. Shockingly, the teenager was not onlg@omplice in the heinous crimebut also the ceselperpetrator too.

As per India’s National Crime Bureau data, in 2@hé total number of cognizable crime was 2325575abu
which 25125 or 1.1 percent was juvenile crime. 01@ the major juvenile crimes recorded (under weriSections of
Indian Penal Code) included theft (4930), hurt (B8Murglary (2271), riot (1081), rape (858) andrdau (679).
The percentage of crime committed by the childmmer( and women under 18 years of age) may not lggesiag as
compared to those committed by the adults. But rttmaie the gradual rise in the number of juveniieer it's the nature
of crime which is a matter of serious concern.\Wbatven more outrageous is that while during 2Cdatively minor
crimes viz.theft, hurt and burglary rose by 7.9cpet, 7.8 percentand 14.9 percent respectivelwasg major crimes
namely rape, murder and riot which increased byaclkihg 33.9, 30.8 and 24.6 percent respectivelye Tdrrifying
occurrences of rape against which there’s suchge loutrage building up in India has seen exponlens@a in terms of
juvenile involvement. From 399 in 2001 the juvenilgolvement in the crime of rape has increasetil#4d in 2011 which

is nearly three times in a decade.

The overall increase in crime globally and detextimg law and order situation in general are giviisg to the
negative sentiments against juvenile offenders.fe@ht nations have different punitive provisionsr fiuvenile
delinquency ranging from life imprisonment (as iffedent states in the US) to a maximum of 36 menskntence in
remand home even for committing the act of murdsrif Nirbhaya’s case 2012).The Indian JuvenildickigCare and
Protection of Children) Act, 2000 ensures that jineenile gets a different treatment from the ordynadult criminal.
The juvenile justice system ensures that the pexrfoes of crime up to the age of 18 is not impresbibut is subjected to
advice/admonition, counselling, community servipayment of a fine. The maximum punishment will amtoio being
sent to remand home for three years.India beingitieatory of the UN Convention on the Right of I@8Hi989 is under
obligation to U.N. Standard Minimum Rules for Adisitnation of Juvenile Justice (1985) (also refertedas “Beijing
Rules”) and the U.N. Rules for the Protection ofehiles Deprived of their Liberty (1990) has toatrguvenile crimes
differently from those committed by the adults. Tlegal rationale behind this is the belief thatgoies are neither
physically nor emotionally (mentally) matured enbug take responsibility of the crime they have aottted. Since, their
character and personality is yet to fully develogtéad of harsh punishment including confinemeiaitprehabilitation is

a better option.

UNICEF in one of its reports on juvenile offendiitg the three Caribbean nations Barbados, Dominiza a
St. Lucia suggests that: ‘juvenile justice ought tmsimply cover the treatment of children in damfwith the law but
should also include efforts to address the rooseawf offending behaviour and implement measwgwdvent such
behaviour. There should additionally be a desiradiotegrate these children into society and alttvem to play a

constructive role.” (Views on Juvenile OffendingBarbados, Dominica, St. Lucia: August — NovemBed,0).

The report identifies some universal and some I&abrs such as ‘peer pressure, materialism, ¢dgharental
control, unemployment, drug abuse and the abseh(msitive) role models’ among the main reasonsgctvinave given
rise to the involvement of the juvenile in the mestious offences committed. It throughout ratesr gessure as the
cause for drug-related offences besides rioting aintence. For the cases of stealing and theftidddhe rising

materialistic approach responsible. The report &l about the responsibility of various insiitas from government to
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family, private institutions, NGOs, media in conibgtthis problem. It's in this context that the @adf media has also
been underscored since the report expects medaio a balancing act by presenting information, cadion and
entertainment without sensationalizing them and enddem play a more meaningful role. It talks abmetdia entities
making useful relationships with all of the othgreacies so that there could be greater facilitatiboutreach efforts

between other agencies and the youth giving thehaace to be seen as both current and future asseisiety.
Factors Contributing to Delinquency

For a long time host of psychological and sociatayitheories have tried to explain delinquency frdifferent
perspectives A human being is both a biologicaattne and a social animal. In other words: a bicklgcreature which
creates a society and lives in it. The conflictwesn the biological design and social determinismpérennial.
Human behavior, both normal and delinquent are itionéd by the psychological and social factordudig various
methods of rewards and punishments. These methelsitn social control as well as in modulation afhhvior.
Emotions may be a part of the inner self but tiésplay happens on the social sphere. As such nleaizd delinquent
behavior become subject of sociological and psyaiohl analysis and interpretation at the same.tltneill be important

to understand delinquent behavior in the theorktiaaneworks too.

SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY
Anomie and Strain Theory

During the 1930s many social theorists tried tola@xpdelinquency in the context of Durkheim’'s theaf
anomie which referred to a collapse of social noomthe separation of a man from the prevalent $oofrmoral order and
further to a condition conducive to higher rateswoitide. However, the conceptual interpretatiaindiremain confined
to the deviant behaviour of suicide alone. It wasamced by successive theorists namely: Robert digrRichard
Cloward, Lloyd Ohlin, and Albert Cohen in much wideontext. They present a positivist/objectivistrgpective of
delinquency and consider behavior as an obsen@idaomena. Akers, Seller (2009) explain:"Anomi¢his form that
societal malintergration takes when there is aogdission between valued cultural ends and legitinsicietal means to
those ends." Cloward & Ohlin (1960); Cohen (1955alelook at delinquency as a result of eitheriaodass or family
differences. Merton (1938) advanced the Strainrthéarther and underscored the incongruity betwiengoals society
set and the methods adopted to attain the goalsoMéelieved that those who want to attain sotigtals but do not
have the means to attain are under strain whiaslémdelinquency. The sociological theories hatindjuent behavior an
outcome of social interaction rather than hereditypersonality disorder. Thus, stress that to ustdad this phenomena

time, place, audience, and nature of the behaviet lve studied.
Social Bond Theory

Often called “Social Control Theory”, it refers deterrence or the lack of it as the central ideaother words,
social control theory does not question why peaolemit deviant act rather tries to understand wbgpte conform to
conventional norms. As Bartollas and Dinitz (19895) and Farrall (2005) put it, instead of askilghy do people do it”
the social bond theorists ask “why don't they & ito find the answer, one needs to look into theiad bonds which
creates a social and emotional connect of an iadaliwith his family, friends, society, communitgcaother groups and
institutions. Strong interpersonal attachment amnblvement with each other work as deterrent teesgwcrime. Besides,
commitment of individuals to traditional belief aptactices and institutions such as religion, faiih often strengthen the

belief in conventional morality, ethics and workraechanism of social control. However, gradual veedkg of most of
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these institutions of informal social control cdsoabe considered the potent factor for the propoate rise in delinquent
acts in recent years. Therefore, the rising inadsnof criminal delinquency among the Indian teenagan also be
evaluated in the context of the weakening of ttstititions of social control and other factors wirbanization, modern

lifestyle, assertion for individual space and freed
Cultural Transmission and Differential Association

Deviance and conformity according to this theorigeout of similar process which is socializati&o, a child
brought up in the company of deviants or crimirialsnore likely to adopt similar behavior by intelimeng their norms.
Edwin Sutherland’s concept of differential assaomatfurther reiterates that people learn both confty and deviance
from groups or people they associate with (Sutheriand Cressey, 1978). The most influencing legroomes from the
most intimate group. The intimacy and frequencyasdociation are other determinants of behavioh gobd and bad.
The role of media in cultural transmission is mastfound in the era of digital revolution. Mediaaisiong one of the most
influencing peers in whose association teenagars Imany things. Digital technology has made trassion of diverse
and far flung culture so simple. Though from thedmaeperspective it remains debatable what kind afltural

transmission’ it facilitates.
Conflict Theory

Marx believed that law and other social institusare tools of oppression of the marginalized. @trecept was
adopted by the conflict theorists. They point ché social apathy to the fact that laws are inhgregrejudicial to the
interest of the marginalized. They also believe thas are not administered justly and often favitwer powerful over the
deprived. The reason why there’re more deviant [geffpm the marginalized class finds a justificatim this theory.
To an extent it applies to the Nirbhaya and sevetlaér cases of late where the juvenile — the rpampetrator of the
crime, belonged to the same social strata. Nevedbenot all from among the deprived take up tmer Perpetrating
crime also requires a psychological conditioningl gmeparation. Hence, the psychological interpiatat also require

serious consideration.
Psychological Theories

If delinquency is an abnormal human behaviour, iitsmate association with mind cannot be ruled out.
Personality disturbances, low emotional quotiesatklof remorse and intelligence were consideredesoftihe causes of
delinquent behaviour by early psychological themriehese theories did not even rule out the roleiabgical factors in
determining intelligence. It's in this context thiteud’s personality constituentst, ego, superegbecomes relevant.
Id being instinctive is not governed by reasddgo as human personality, contratswhile superegdcelps make rational
decisions. The conscience and morals of a marids¢@de guided by thegoandsuperegowhich remain in contact with
the environmentide volves with time. Thus, from the Freudian perspeaeviance could be an outcome of irrepressible
id, defective ego, or an immature superego or ttainbination. Consequently, delinquent act maydssicered a result
of personality disturbance. The psychoanalytic wettsuggested by Freud which talks abdntrospection and
retrospectiorto analyse the mind remains a valid method tiledaiexander & Healy (1935) write that criminal demcy
cannot be understood by discovering certain inerating thing by statistical method nor by makinéeiences from the
results of individual method. They emphasise theeustanding of psychological processes that wotkénbackground of

human mind.
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The paradigmatic shift from the Freudian theory wistble by mid-28' century and the new theorists looked at
delinquent behaviour as a learned and acquiredvimira The new behaviourist theory suggested a ideq@afrom the
Freudian introspection and retrospection methodatanore empirical one based on observation and lmirav
measurement. Behaviourist Skinner regards soctabeur of man as a bunch of learned responsegfioite stimuli.

He considers delinquent behaviours as varietiehiurhan social behaviour, acquired in the same wagrosocial
behaviours are. Skinner's theory of operant cooditig which talks about a certain type of learningwhich future

behaviour is determined by the consequences obghstviour gives anew insight to understand deéngbehaviour.

BIOLOGICAL THEORY
Born Criminal

The biological theory of delinquency was initialiased on the assumption that criminality is inkdrior has a
genetic connection. Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909)odribe founding fathers of criminology gave therb criminal’
theory based on his belief that the criminals &rewback of primitive beings. There is a kind ofpinmt of Darwinian
evolutionary theory (from lesser to higher creatume_ombroso’s assumption. Besides, phrenologydistof skull shape)
and physiognomy (study of facial features) alsorégl prominently in his theory which tried to reldlhe acts and traits of
delinquency to physical features. Neverthelessrdleof social factors later figured in his asstimms. He tried to find a

more scientific and empirical basis of deviant hédrawhich even today is not completely ruled out.

A natural extension of biological theory was todfiand establish the genetic and hereditary linkveeh an
individual and his delinquent behavior. Howeversglte conducting behavioral studies on childrenpaelb in childhood
and having least contact with parents it was ndy festablished whether the deviant traits of tl®@ied child was
hereditary or due to their environmental factomes and Jones (2000) observe that close behagity of the twins
under their observation could have been more duitthe communicable nature of antisocial behaviban heredity.
The recent development of biosocial criminologysh-bein (1998) and other argue against the hergditature of
criminality but accept the existence of biochemipatparedness in the brain which under influence afonducive
environment was capable of triggering deviant baraBiogenetics (BG) does further probe in thisaarTurkheimer

(2000) identifies “Three Laws of Behavioral Genstiand aptly explains them in the following words:

“First, all human behavioral traits are heritatlfiecond, the effect of being raised in the samelyaimismaller
than the effect of genes. Third, a substantialipordf the variation in complex human behavioraits is not accounted

for by the effects of genes or family (read, noarsid environment).”

In the 2% century genetic engineering has expanded the dnsiand created new possibilities of doing more
accurate scientific study of the link between hdeeg and delinquency. The possibility of creatihgman genetic

blueprint may help in the identification of the g#in deficiencies which may cause delinquency amdi the remedy.
Media and Delinquency

Liberal media policy and loosening control over maecbntent in the name of creative freedom on tie loand
and the 24x7 format of dissemination on the ottearehchanged the socio-cultural landscape consitjedabthe absence
of self-regulation unrestrained media content hgvreavy doses of crime, violence and sexual intymaie easily
accessible to all including teenagers. They aresidened one of the major influencer of delinqueehdvior among

teenagers. Anderson et al. (2003) observe thatcéRelarge-scale longitudinal studies provide cogve evidence
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linking frequent exposure to violent media in chidd with aggression later in life, including ptoaiassaults and spouse
abuse.”Besides, they also suggest that since eslyemiolent criminal behaviours such as rape, agaped assault,
homicide are sporadic, there is a need to carryresh longitudinal studies with larger samplegtsad habitual childhood

exposure to violent media content and its impadheir behaviour could be accurately estimated.

The whole debate whether or not unrestrained apticéixmedia content is responsible for delinqubahaviour
is fraught with contradictory arguments and finding@he social science and behavioural science miregifferent
perspectives of the same phenomenon as they koplkaat it from different angles. For example, soshédies concentrate
on the impact of media violence on aggressive thinkThis includes besides other things the belaid attitudes
considered responsible for aggressive behaviousidBs, studies are also conducted to ascertainrhedia violence
influences aggressive emotions visible in thougltt @motions. However, delinquent behaviour — vioéard of other kind
are rarely influenced by a single factor. Therafmaltiple socio-economic and psychological factofsal often converge
and contribute to such behavior. So the mass mddfanders are disinclined to accept and own up dhtre
responsibility. To substantiate several argumergspat forth such as a teenager arguing that despihaining obsessed
with violent video games for years he has nevéedihinyone. However, despite being absolutelyttraeargument sounds
like a middle aged person arguing he has not dpeel@irrhosis of lever even as he has been drinkingears. The two

examples do not rule out the probable threat thtt barry due to their exposure to risky behaviour.
Media and the Portrayal of Crime

Surette (2009) writes that around late 1880 theufawpmedia industry was divided into distinct maike genres
which included western, romantic novels, detectivgsteries, crime thrillers and so on. The nineteer@ntury media
dominated by print and the twentieth century byiewisual electronic media capable of deliveringpsy visual images
portrayed crime and justice in the same manneme€ind violence which dominated the American atakge part of
western media soon travelled across continentsaydte fixation with crime and sexually explicitsual images
constitute the large chunk of media content evelmdiia. Crime, violence and sex have a coercivecl@idestine appeal.
And as Surette (2009: 240) observes they're “peivaecretive and hidden, surreptitiously commitaed studiously
concealed” such depictions are capable of titiligtand sensationalizing young minds. The depiatibrare and bizarre
acts not seen so often in day-to-day life offelopportunity to experience the surreal. The depictibsin and retribution

in media often seems somewhat glorifying or ovéirggethe earlier while the latter seems just innidé
Cyber Media and Delinquency

A major chunk of media content today is generated@yber media. A large variety of sexually explic@ntent
are available online depicting from hidden camerm®4to brutal acts of sex, incest video, paedophaie so on.
The increasing reach of internet in developingamtiincluding India is making access to sexuallglieit content much
easier. McKinsey (2012) report on the Internet'éct on India estimates India’s internet user liasee 120 million
which is the third largest in the world. By 2015 igoing to be the second largest internet useéomatith 370 million
users. The downward trend in the cost of interroeiess and mobile devices are the prime factorsntethie boom.
The report states “In an evolution pattern uniquéntdia, users who access the Internet only thrcughobile or tablet
device will constitute around 75 percent of newrsisnd 55 percent of the aggregate user base B."20theans more

and more teenage users will have easy accesshaspapd internet and websites including those haséxually explicit
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content. The harmful impact of web content is emgaghinking minds world over often leading to réajion versus

self-regulation debate.

The easy access and wider reach of internet makéeteal situation for inappropriate exposure esyhcto the
young and teen age population. Pornography aloaehisge industry under cyber-media which is estchad be an over
$100 billion industry. The revenue generated arexcess of the total revenue earned by the tomtdahy companies
combined: Microsoft, Google, Amazon, eBay, Yaho@ple, Netflix and Earth Link 2. According to Pentiyaand
Sinha (2010) there're 42 million pornographic wédssiwhich is 12% of the total websites. There'réd 44illion
pornographic pages on the Internet out of which 828 origin in the US. Besides, the daily pornpbia search engine
requests are 68 million which constitutes 25% afrcle engine requests. And most interestingly 42m#rnet users view

pornography. Of course, a large chunk of this casegrof the teenagers.

The fantasy the virtual world of cyber media creatan suck the audience into a kind of surrogatktye Sharp
and Earle (2003) observe that:

‘The internet makes possible the existence ofuaircommunities’ of deviants; cyber world charagted by
sub- or countercultures, in which discreditable giees are accepted as the norm and are entirefgouit stigma, and in

which one may participate without threat to ongiermal identity’.(p. 39)

The question is not whether such explicit conteaftsex and violence influence minds and particylahe
impressionable minds. Because unless they influavitg people watch such content? The real questoaré such
exposures through media responsible for juvenilmioal behavior? If yes, to what extent? Media hetime link between
the content and the audience remains largely wadugral when it comes to communication. Besidésalso argued that
apart from sex and violence media generates far rimdbrmative, entertaining and socially meaningfohtent too.
Therefore, it's not to be entirely blamed for dletoccurrences of crime. There's a genuine fear régular dose or
overdose of the images of violence, crime and $enanappropriate age enhance the risk of turfamgasy into reality.
The empirical research by Setal. (2001) and Carteet al. (1987) to ascertain the impact of adult pornogiaptaterial
have given contradictory results. Seto’s resultiseto discounts it while Carter’'s study confirmattin a particular case
exposure of pornographic content had clearly imfagal two groups of criminals —convicted rapists ahiid molesters.

Of the two, the child molesters had exposed themasekith such content before and during committivegoffense.
CONCLUSIONS

Stan Cohen’s seminal work of the 19'Fask Devils and Moral Panicss considered to have initiated the debate
“whether the mass media distort reality and creajest stereotypes, whether the mass media engematat panics and
whether the pernicious overlap between ‘real' ciame fictional crime effects viewers” (Soothill 189 There's no doubt
that depiction of all sorts of crime are often gaged and exaggerated. But we do not have creddiketo ascertain what
guantum and nature of violence, crime or explioitent may trigger the criminal behavior. Theowégriminology are
enormously framed in sociological perspective aigthtly so. However, they subsume assumptions ofdruaesires,
developmental vulnerabilities, and social interatiens. However, Monhan and Splane (1980) argue “suiological
concepts and theories rest on models of human pkyg models that are often implicit and unexardiaad sometimes

obsolete.” Crime and deviance may be a sociallystanted category but an effective enquiry may iregiatervention of
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psychological science as well which essentiallkséde discover the devices and processes whichupeobehavior so that

they me explained as such generalized abstractiichwnay apply to everyone.

Therefore, to study the media impact on delinqbehiavior while it's important to understand theserd state of
the value systems, cultural tolerance and accdijpyatoiwards such exposures and depictions in metiéaalso important
to observe how they influence behavior and inddee psychological impulse which manifests in conflidth the
established norms of social behavior. Media oftes o face criticism, wrath and even sanctionsamyrplaces due to its
apparent value neutrality. It'll be difficult to gmnically prove to what extent its unrestrained aglicit contents of
crime, sex and violence are responsible for deéndjibehavior unless the enquiry is made througmtndisciplinary
approach in which this sociological phenomena ialyaed from the psychological perspective. It ma&jphshape the

media policy in different nations including India.
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